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57 ABSTRACT
A non-volatile semiconductor memory device has a semicon-
ductor substrate, an element isolation region disposed in a
surface of the semiconductor substrate, a well region dis-
posed along one principal surface of the semiconductor sub-
strate, source and drain regions arranged in the well region, a

(30)
Jan. 25,2012 (JP) wevevercirececinccrienee 2012-012993

gate oxide film arranged on the surface of the semiconductor

(51) Int.CL substrate between the source region and the drain region, a

HOIL 21/335 (2006.01) floating gate disposed on the gate oxide film, and an insulat-

HOIL 21/8232 (2006.01) ing film disposed on a surface of the floating gate. A control
HOIL 29/788 (2006.01) gate is capacitively coupled to the floating gate disposed
HOIL 49/02 (2006.01) through intermediation of the insulating film. A resistive ele-
G1IC 16/04 (2006.01) ment is serially connected to the control gate. Write charac-
(52) US.CL teristics of the non-volatile semiconductor memory device
CPC ... HOIL 29/788 (2013.01); G11C 16/0408 are improved as a result of a delay effect of the resistive

(2013.01); HOIL 28/20 (’2013.01). HOIL element serially connected to the control gate.
29/7884 (2013.01) 14 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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NON-VOLATILE SEMICONDUCTOR
MEMORY DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a P-channel non-volatile
semiconductor memory device capable of electrical writing
and reading.

2. Description of the Related Art

In recent years, there is known a semiconductor integrated
circuit including a bleeder resistor circuit capable of being
trimmed by a memory. Conventionally, the bleeder resistance
is adjusted by a method of mechanically cutting a fuse formed
in parallel to the bleeder resistor with the use of laser light or
the like.

The trimming of the bleeder resistor can therefore be per-
formed only before the package assembly. The use of a semi-
conductor memory for trimming the bleeder resistor, on the
other hand, enables electrical trimming even after the assem-
bly. The following two typical benefits are obtained.

1. Quick delivery can be obtained because trimming is carried
out in the packaged state before shipment.

2. High precision can be achieved because trimming covers
package shift that occurs during package assembly.

In general, once the bleeder resistor is trimmed, there is no
need to rewrite information. Accordingly as a memory for
trimming, an ultraviolet-light-erasable programmable read
only memory (EPROM) is used as a one-time programmable
(OTP) memory. Further, unlike a memory IC, the memory for
trimming the bleeder resistor requires small memory capac-
ity. As compared to the memory IC, high integration and
high-speed operation of a memory cell are not required. Con-
sequently, the typical challenges required for the memory for
trimming include downsizing a peripheral circuit for control-
ling the memory, achieving lower voltage operation, and uti-
lizing the existing manufacturing process.

As a conventional ultraviolet-light-erasable EPROM, a
non-volatile EPROM for writing information with the use of
hot carriers is known.

Atpresent, the mainstream of the non-volatile memory for
writing information with the use of hot carriers is an N-chan-
nel non-volatile EPROM. One of the reasons is that the
N-channel non-volatile EPROM has a higher operating speed
than a P-channel EPROM.

However, as described above, the memory for trimming the
bleeder resistor has small capacity and is not required to
rewrite information once the information is written in trim-
ming, and hence there is no problem even if the operating
speed is lower than that of the memory IC. Further, in the
P-channel EPROM, without applying such a high potential
that causes avalanche breakdown between the substrate and
the drain, drain avalanche hot electrons (DAHESs) are gener-
ated by applying a relatively low voltage and are injected into
a floating gate, to thereby change a threshold voltage and
perform writing. Thus, it is considered that the P-channel
non-volatile EPROM is suitable for the memory for trimming
the bleeder resistor.

The structure of a conventional P-channel non-volatile
EPROM for writing information with the use ofhot carriers is
described below with reference to a cross-sectional view
illustrated in FIG. 3.

In FIG. 3, an N-type well 11 is formed along one principal
surface of a P-type semiconductor substrate 10 in which
element isolation regions 12 are selectively formed. Impuri-
ties having P-type conductivity are heavily diffused in the
N-type well 11, thereby forming a source region 13 and a
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drain region 14. On a gate oxide film 15, a floating gate 16 is
formed above the substrate in which the source region 13 and
the drain region 14 are formed.

A control gate 18 is formed above the floating gate 16
through the intermediation of a second insulating film 17,
thereby constituting a conventional non-volatile EPROM.

The structure of electrode wiring and other members in
subsequent processes (metal wiring and protective film) is
similar to that of a general semiconductor device. The
detailed description thereof is therefore omitted.

Next, a method of operating the conventional P-channel
non-volatile EPROM is described.

In writing data, a voltage is applied between the source and
the drain and to the control gate so as to generate hot carriers,
and hot electrons are injected into the floating gate, to thereby
fluctuate a threshold voltage. Data before and after the thresh-
old voltage fluctuation is associated with “0” or “1”.

In reading data, a potential is applied between the source
and the drain, and a current corresponding to a threshold
which differs depending on the presence or absence of writing
is monitored, to thereby perform determination of “0” or “1”.

FIG. 4 schematically illustrates the state of each of a source
potential Vs, a drain potential Vd, a control gate potential
Veg, a floating gate potential Vfg, a threshold voltage varia-
tion AVth, and a difference Vfg—Vth(0) between the floating
gate potential Vig and an initial threshold voltage Vth(0) at
the time of data writing in the conventional P-channel
EPROM.

As illustrated in FIG. 4, the threshold voltage variation
AVth caused by writing tends to be less written and saturated
with time.

The reason is described below. In the case of a P-channel
non-volatile EPROM, the floating gate potential Vfg
decreases when hot electrons are injected into the floating
gate in writing, and thus the threshold to be monitored fluc-
tuates. When the capacitance of a capacitor formed by the
gate oxide film 15 is represented by C1, the capacitance of a
capacitor formed by the second insulating film 17 is repre-
sented by C2, and the quantity of electric charge of the
injected hot electrons is represented by Q, the potential of the
floating gate is expressed by expression 1 below.

v Cl v Q (Ex. 1)
v e A Alre e

In the expression 1 above, it is understood that Q<O is
established because hot electrons are injected into the floating
gate in writing and hence the potential of the floating gate
decreases in writing. Next, FIG. 5 schematically shows the
dependence of DAHEs on the floating gate potential Vfg.
DAHEs, which are used for writing in a P-channel EPROM,
are generated by avalanche breakdown caused by an electric
field between a pinch-off point and the drain at the time of
saturated operation. The amount of generated DAHEs there-
fore depends on the electric field between the pinch-off point
and the drain. When the initial threshold voltage Vth(0), the
control gate potential Veg, and the drain voltage Vd are con-
stant, as shown in FIG. 5, the electric field between the pinch-
off point and the drain becomes larger as the floating gate
potential Vfg becomes closer to the initial threshold voltage
Vth(0), and hence the amount of generated DAHFEs becomes
larger. However, as illustrated in FIG. 4, the floating gate
potential Vfg decreases with time to increase the difference
V1g-Vth(0) between the floating gate potential Vig and the
initial threshold voltage Vth(0). When the difference Vfg—
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Vth(0) increases, the pinch-off point moves in a direction of
weakening the electric field between the pinch-oft point and
the drain as shown in FIG. 5. Thus, the amount of generated
DAHESs becomes smaller to deteriorate write characteristics.

Because of the above-mentioned reason, the amount of
generated DAHEs becomes smaller with time, and the
amount of writing is saturated.

At present, one of the problems inherent in the conven-
tional non-volatile EPROM is erroneous writing, where data
is rewritten because the threshold fluctuates when reading is
repeatedly performed.

One method for preventing rewriting of data caused by
such erroneous writing is a method for preventing rewriting of
data by setting a deep threshold before writing so as to enlarge
a memory window. In the case of preventing rewriting of data
by this method, it is necessary to increase the amount of
writing in order to enlarge the memory window. In the con-
ventional non-volatile EPROM, however, the amount of writ-
ing decreases with time because of the above-mentioned rea-
son. Thus, it has been demanded to increase the amount of
writing.

Further, Japanese Patent Application Laid-open No. 2001-
257324 proposes a method of preventing rewriting of data
caused by erroneous writing without increasing the amount of
writing. FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram illustrating the outline
of the invention described in Japanese Published Patent
Application 2001-257324. In Japanese Published Patent
Application 2001-257324, a semiconductor integrated circuit
includes non-volatile memories (PM1 and PM2 of FIG. 6)
having different threshold voltages, and two read transistors
(DM1 and DM2 of FIG. 6) whose gate voltages correspond to
respective floating gates of the two non-volatile memories
and which are designed to detect the switch state based on the
state of electric charges of the non-volatile memories. The use
of'the two read transistors can prevent a current from flowing
through the non-volatile memories in reading, to thereby
prevent rewriting of data caused by erroneous writing.

Each memory cell, however, needs to have two non-vola-
tile semiconductor memories having different thresholds as
well as two read transistors in Japanese Published Patent
Application 2001-257324 although the method can prevent
the threshold fluctuation caused by erroneous writing. The
area of the memory cell thus becomes larger, which is disad-
vantageous in terms of cost. Accordingly it is beneficial to
provide a non-volatile semiconductor memory device
capable of improving the amount of writing as a method for
preventing rewriting of data caused by erroneous writing
without the need of a complicated memory cell.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide
a non-volatile semiconductor memory device capable of
improving write characteristics without the need of a compli-
cated memory cell.

In order to achieve the above-mentioned object, the present
invention uses the following measures.

In a P-channel non-volatile semiconductor memory
device, a resistive element is formed and connected to a
control gate. A delay effect of the resistive element connected
to the control gate is utilized to increase a potential of the
control gate so as to cancel out a decrease in floating gate
potential caused by hot electrons injected by writing. This can
prevent the weakening of an electric field between a pinch-off
point and a drain, which leads to a decrease in amount of
generated DAHESs in writing. Thus, write characteristics can
be improved.
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According to the present invention, in the P-channel non-
volatile semiconductor memory device, the resistive element
is connected to the control gate, and hence the decrease in
amount of generated hot carriers in writing can be prevented.
Thus, a P-channel non-volatile semiconductor memory
device capable of improving write characteristics can be pro-
vided.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the accompanying drawings:

FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view illustrating a schematic
structure of a non-volatile semiconductor memory device
according to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a diagram schematically illustrating each poten-
tial of the non-volatile semiconductor memory device accord-
ing to the embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view illustrating a schematic
structure of a conventional non-volatile EPROM;

FIG. 4 is a diagram schematically illustrating each poten-
tial of the conventional non-volatile EPROM;

FIG. 5 is a graph schematically showing the dependence of
DAHE:s on a floating gate; and

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram illustrating the outline of the
invention described in Japanese Published Patent Application
2001-257324.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Now, an embodiment of the present invention is described
in detail below.

FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view illustrating a structure of a
non-volatile semiconductor memory device according to the
embodiment of the present invention.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, a well 2 of a second conductivity
type is formed along one principal surface of a substrate 1 of
a first conductivity type in which element isolation regions 3
are selectively formed. Impurities of the first conductivity
type are heavily diffused in the well 2, thereby forming a
source region 4 and a drain region 5. Through the interme-
diation of a gate oxide film 6, a floating gate 7 is formed above
the substrate in which the source region 4 and the drain region
5 are formed.

A control gate 9 is formed through the intermediation of a
second insulating film 8 formed on the floating gate 7. The
control gate 9 is connected to a resistive element 19, thereby
constituting a non-volatile semiconductor memory device
according to the embodiment of the present invention. The
resistive element is an element to be used in a general semi-
conductor device. A diffused resistor or a polycrystalline
silicon resistor is typically used.

In this embodiment, a P-channel non-volatile semiconduc-
tor memory device including the stacked floating gate and
control gate has been exemplified. However, a similar effect
can be obtained as long as a non-volatile semiconductor
memory device includes a control gate and a floating gate
which are capacitively coupled to each other and the control
gate can control the potential of the floating gate through the
intermediation of the capacitor.

In this embodiment, the resistive element 19 is connected
to the control gate 9. In this embodiment, a delay effect of the
resistive element connected to the control gate 9 is utilized to
improve write characteristics.

The reason is described below.

FIG. 5 is a graph schematically showing the dependence of
DAHE:s on the floating gate potential Vfg. DAHESs, which are
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used for writing in a P-channel non-volatile semiconductor
memory device, are generated by avalanche breakdown
caused by an electric field between a pinch-off point and the
drain at the time of saturated operation. At an initial threshold
voltage Vth(0), a control gate potential Vcg, and a drain
voltage Vd are constant, as shown in FIG. 5, the electric field
between a pinch-off point and the drain becomes larger as the
floating gate potential Vig becomes closer to the initial
threshold voltage Vth(0), and hence the amount of generated
DAHESs becomes larger.

However, it is understood from the following expression
representing the potential of the floating gate (expression 1,
repeated below as expression 2) that Q<0 is established
because hot electrons are injected into the floating gate in
writing and hence the potential of the floating gate decreases
in writing.

y ca 0 (Ex. 2)
=ciram Vst oir e

Inthe expression, C1 represents the capacitance of a capacitor
formed by the gate oxide film 6, C2 represents the capacitance
of a capacitor formed by the second insulating film 8, and Q
represents the quantity of electric charge of the injected hot
electrons.

In the conventional P-channel non-volatile semiconductor
memory device, the difference Vfg—Vth(0) becomes larger
with the decrease in floating gate potential Vfg, and the
amount of generated DAHEs decreases.

As a countermeasure, in this embodiment, the delay effect
of the resistive element connected to the control gate is uti-
lized to increase the potential of the control gate so as to
cancel out the decrease in floating gate potential caused by the
hot electrons injected by writing expressed by Expression 2
above.

FIG. 2 schematically illustrates the state of each of the
source potential Vs, the drain potential Vd, the control gate
potential Veg, the floating gate potential Vg, the threshold
voltage variation AVth, the difference Vig-Vth(0) between
the floating gate potential Vfg and the initial threshold voltage
Vth(0) at the time of data writing in the P-channel non-
volatile semiconductor memory device according to this
embodiment.

With the serial connection of the resistive element, the
potential of the control gate can be increased as illustrated in
FIG. 2 so that the difference Vfg—Vth(0) in writing may be
constant. This can prevent the weakening of the electric field
between the pinch-off point and the drain, which is respon-
sible for the decrease in amount of generated DAHEs. Thus,
the write characteristics can be improved.

According to the embodiment of the present invention
described above, the following effect can be obtained.

According to the present invention, in the P-channel non-
volatile semiconductor memory device, the delay effect of the
resistive element connected to the control gate is utilized to
increase the potential of the control gate so as to cancel out the
decrease in floating gate potential caused by hot electrons
injected by writing. This can prevent the weakening of the
electric field between the pinch-off point and the drain, which
leads to the decrease in amount of generated DAHEs in writ-
ing. Thus, the write characteristics can be improved. Using
those measures, it is possible to provide a P-channel semi-
conductor memory device capable of improving write char-
acteristics without the need of a complicated memory cell.
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What is claimed is:

1. A non-volatile semiconductor memory device, compris-
ing:

a semiconductor substrate;

an element isolation region disposed in a surface of the
semiconductor substrate;

an N-type well region disposed along one principal surface
of the semiconductor substrate;

a P-type source region and a P-type drain region both
arranged in the N-type well region;

a gate oxide film arranged on the surface of the semicon-
ductor substrate between the P-type source region and
the P-type drain region;

a floating gate disposed on the gate oxide film;

an insulating film disposed on a surface of the floating gate;

a control gate capacitively coupled to the floating gate
disposed through intermediation of the insulating film;
and

a resistive element serially connected to the control gate
and having one end connected only to the control gate, a
delay effect of the resistive element being utilized to
increase a potential of the control gate so as to cancel out
a decrease in floating gate potential caused by hot elec-
trons injected in a writing operation.

2. A non-volatile semiconductor memory device according
to claim 1, wherein the resistive element connected to the
control gate is used to generate a constant potential difference
between a potential of the floating gate and a threshold poten-
tial of the non-volatile semiconductor memory device in the
writing operation.

3. A non-volatile semiconductor memory device according
to claim 1, wherein the resistive element comprises a diffused
resistor.

4. A non-volatile semiconductor memory device according
to claim 1, wherein the resistive element comprises a poly-
crystalline silicon resistor.

5. A non-volatile semiconductor memory device compris-
ing:

a semiconductor substrate;

an element isolation region disposed in a surface of the
semiconductor substrate;

a well region disposed along one principal surface of the
semiconductor substrate;

a source region and a drain region both arranged in the well
region;

a gate oxide film arranged on the surface of the semicon-
ductor substrate between the source region and the drain
region;

a floating gate disposed on the gate oxide film;

an insulating film disposed on a surface of the floating gate;

a control gate capacitively coupled to the floating gate
disposed through intermediation of the insulating film;
and

a resistive element serially connected to the control gate so
that a delay effect of the resistive element increases a
potential of the control gate and cancels out a decrease in
a potential of the floating gate resulting from hot elec-
trons injected in the floating gate during a write opera-
tion of the non-volatile semiconductor memory device,
the resistive element having an end connected only to the
control gate and another end connected to a variable
voltage source.

6. A non-volatile semiconductor memory device according

to claim 5, wherein the resistive element is configured to
generate a constant potential difference between the potential



US 9,252,289 B2

7

of the floating gate and a threshold potential of the non-
volatile semiconductor memory device during the write
operation.

7. A non-volatile semiconductor memory device according

to claim 5, wherein the resistive element comprises a diffused 5
resistor.

8. A non-volatile semiconductor memory device according

to claim 5, wherein the resistive element comprises a poly-
crystalline silicon resistor.

9. A non-volatile semiconductor memory device compris- 10

ing:

a semiconductor substrate;

an element isolation region disposed in a surface of the
semiconductor substrate;

a well region disposed along one principal surface of the
semiconductor substrate;

a source region and a drain region both arranged in the well
region;

a gate oxide film arranged on the surface of the semicon-
ductor substrate between the source region and the drain 20
region;

a floating gate disposed on the gate oxide film;

an insulating film disposed on a surface of the floating gate;

a control gate capacitively coupled to the floating gate
disposed through intermediation of the insulating film;
and

aresistive element serially connected to the control gate for
increasing a potential of the control gate due to a delay
effect of the resistive element so as to cancel out a
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decrease in a potential of the floating gate caused by
drain avalanche hot electrons (DAHEs) injected in the
floating gate during a write operation of the non-volatile
semiconductor memory device, thereby preventing
weakening of an electric field between a pinch-off point
and the drain of the non-volatile semiconductor memory
device which leads to a decrease in an amount of DAHEs
generated during the write operation, the resistive ele-
ment having an end connected only to the control gate.

10. A non-volatile semiconductor memory device accord-
ing to claim 9, wherein the resistive element is configured to
generate a constant potential difference between the potential
of the floating gate and a threshold potential of the non-
volatile semiconductor memory device during the write
operation.

11. A non-volatile semiconductor memory device accord-
ing to claim 9, wherein the resistive element comprises a
diftused resistor.

12. A non-volatile semiconductor memory device accord-
ing to claim 9, wherein the resistive element comprises a
polycrystalline silicon resistor.

13. A non-volatile semiconductor memory device accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein another end of the resistive element is
connected to a variable voltage source.

14. A non-volatile semiconductor memory device accord-
ing to claim 9, wherein another end of the resistive element is
connected to a variable voltage source.

#* #* #* #* #*



